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Big-Name Profs Draw Large Crowds

By Taylor Walsh
Spectator Staff Writer

Despite the 8:45 a.m. start
time, promises of heavy reading,
and the fact that the course fulfills
no major requirements, 833 Mudd
was packed with interested stu-
dents Wednesday morning.

Seniors and freshmen alike
crowded the aisles and sat on all
available floor space of Jeffrey
Sachs’ Challenges of Sustainable
Development course, his first at
Columbia designed for under-
graduates.

Sustainable development is
the relatively new discipline that
a 1987 United Nations report de-
fined as “development that meets
the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own

needs,” and which is at the core of
the Earth Institute, which Sachs
heads. Sustainable development
is a highly interdisciplinary field
that approaches problem-solving
from political, economic, scien-
tific, and social angles.

“Sustainable development is a
way to think about complicated
problems through a broader un-
derstanding of interconnections
among seemingly disparate para-
digms,” Sachs said.

This lecture’s format is based
on courses Sachs teaches in the
Ph.D program, but he does not re-
quire students to have a scientific
or technical background. “Discus-
sions within an undergraduate
class can still be on a very high
level,” Sachs said. “The biggest
difference between this class and
one for doctoral students is that
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Sachs is not the only big-
name professor teaching un-
dergraduates this semester.
University Provost Alan Brin-
kley, a perennial favorite with
undergraduates in the history
department prior to his as-
cension to that position, will
return to teaching this semes-
ter with a lecture on America
Since 1945. University Pro-
fessor Joseph Stiglitz, former
chief economist for the World
Bank and economic adviser to
the Clinton administration, will
be co-teaching a section of the
freshman-heavy Principles of
Economics.

“I'm really happy I'm in this
class,” said Jon August, CC '09,
as he left the first of Stiglitz's
lectures. “I'm really excited
that I get to go to lectures with
a guy who is one of the fore-
front figures for economics in
the world ... and he’s teaching
Economics 101. Yeah, it's gon-
na be difficult, but it’s an amaz-
ing experience.”

—Sadia Latifi contributed to
this report

Jeffrey Sachs, the head of the
Earth Institute, is teaching
an undergraduate course on
sustainable development.



